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Permission to Take Part in a Human Research Study 

Georgetown University 

Location: Online 

Key Information: The following is a short summary of this study to help you decide whether or 

not to be a part of this study. More detailed information is listed later on in this form. 

Why am I being invited to take part in a research study? 

We invite you to take part in a research study because you are choosing to participate in the COVID-19 

stories discussion that is being conducted in the Big Rethink course. We would like your consent to use 

your contributions to the discussion as part of a qualitative study. The analysis will focus on 

identifying patterns and insights to understand the themes that emerge in relation to how higher 

education is changing during the COVID-19 pandemic and map the key themes to institutional 

decisions related to pedagogical, instructional, and organizational learning strategies. 

What should I know about a research study? 

• Whether or not you take part is up to you. 

• You can choose not to take part. 

• You can agree to take part and later change your mind. 

Why is this research being done? 

This is an exploratory study to better understand patterns and insights that emerged from the expert 

interviews in relation to  how higher education is changing during the COVID-19 pandemic and map 

the key themes to institutional decisions related to pedagogical, instructional, and organizational 

learning strategies. 

How long will the research last and what will I need to do? 

We expect that you will be in this research study until the end of December 2020. You will be asked to 

add your COVID-19 stories as part of a group discussion on Twitter. The resulting report will only 

include a summary of the themes and will not have any identifying information.  

Is there any way being in this study could be bad for me? 

There is minimal risk to you in participating in this research. 
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Will being in this study help me any way? 

There are no benefits to you from your taking part in this research. We cannot promise any benefits to 

others from your taking part in this research.  

What happens if I do not want to be in this research? 

Participation in research is completely voluntary. You can decide to participate or not to participate. 

Detailed Information: The following is more detailed information about this study in 

addition to the information listed above. 

Who can I talk to? 

If you have questions, concerns, or complaints, or think the research has hurt you, talk to the research 

team at 202-687-0625 or ldtprogram@georgetown.edu. 

This research has been reviewed and approved by an Institutional Review Board (“IRB”). You may 

talk to them at (202) 687-1506 or irboard@georgetown.edu if: 

• Your questions, concerns, or complaints are not being answered by the research team. 

• You cannot reach the research team. 

• You want to talk to someone besides the research team. 

• You have questions about your rights as a research subject. 

• You want to get information or provide input about this research. 

How many people will be studied? 

We expect to analyze up to 500 contributions as part of this research study. 

What happens if I say yes, I want to be in this research? 

We are asking for your consent to analyze your posts as part of the Big Rethink COVed-19 stories.  

What happens if I say yes, but I change my mind later? 

You can let us know at any time if you do not want to continue participating in the study. We will 

remove your data from our dataset.  

What happens to the information collected for the research? 

Efforts will be made to protect your personal information to the extent allowed by law. However, we 

cannot guarantee absolute confidentiality. Records of research study participants are stored and kept in 

a secure, authenticated platform University’s systems (Box). 

 

Consent: 

By submitting this form in the affirmative, you consent for us to include your COVed story narrative 

(anonymized) as part of our dataset in this research study.  
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